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SCOTS – MEMORIAL VISION STATEMENT
(Confirmed 30th March 2003)

Our vision is to be a vital Christian fellowship
presenting a Uniting Church voice and influence in
the City of Hobart.
As a city centre church we recognise the
responsibility of being acutely aware of the Hobart’s
social and environmental needs and responding to
them in both an effective and Christian manner.
Our vision is to be a growing and united congregation
worshipping at one self contained centre that
includes a church building with an interior suitable
for a variety of worship styles.
There will be a greater emphasis on music and drama,
together with encouragement for greater
participation by members across all age groups.

Pearson, Keith D and Merritt, David R.—1977 Understanding the Uniting
Church in Australia
Rayner, T.

1985 Scots Church, Hobart 1835-1985 Unpublished leaflet.

Sharman, R.C. 1957 Who Through Faith: Hobart Davey St. Congregational
Church. Printed by J. Walch & Sons, Hobart.
Sharples, T.E. 1977 Congregationalism in Tasmania 1830-1977. Published
by Congregational Union of Tasmania Inc. Mercury-Watch
Hobart. ISBN 0 959904 7 5 1.
Sherratt, Rev L.
1989-1995 (?) Memorial Uniting Church (Corner
Elizabeth and Brisbane Streets, Hobart, Tasmania) A Brief
History of the Church. Unpublished leaflet.
Smith, Rev. E. &Spaulding, Rev. N. 2000 Years of Christianity &
Combined Anniversaries of Memorial, Scots, Wesley: Made
Strong by the Joy of God November 2000 Unpublished
leaflet.

Lists of Ministers
For a complete list of ministers please visit Scots Church vestry.

We will continue to value and nurture the present
members of our congregation and intend to have a
growing focus on youth. Our aim is to continue to
offer an increasing number of diverse and “special”
services being of significance to ourselves and
attractive to the wider community.
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“The land on which this Church stands was
cared for from time immemorial by the
Mouheneener people”
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Introduction
“It is no easy task to write the history of a congregation. Such a
history may deal with land tenancy, with building, furniture,
music and organs. Such a history may deal with the social,
economic and political life of a community. Above all the history
of a congregation will tell of people individually and
collectively.”
So wrote the Reverend G.A. Wood in his preface to the 1965
history of Scots Church. While we are celebrating the one
hundred and seventieth anniversary of a building – Scots
Church – which was opened for worship on the 26th June
1836, we are also celebrating the story of a number of
congregations which have joined together over the years to
form the congregation we know today as ‘Scots-Memorial’.
The Uniting Church in Australia was formed by the union of
Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian peoples on the
22nd of June 1977 so today, the25th of June 2006, is an
opportune time to also celebrate this union in Hobart at ScotsMemorial Uniting Church.

In the life of the churches which today make up this congregation,
it is possible to identify the many ways in which, over almost two
centuries, obedience to the Call of God has resulted in creative
involvement with community, government, education, justice and
care.
For this reason our “Vision Statement” takes pride of place at the
front of this document.
We hope that the next 170 years will be as fruitful and
progressive as those early years which formed such a strong base
and which we celebrate in this booklet
The hope expressed at the end of the booklet on Davey Street
Church in 1957 are just as relevant for us today
“We ask all who read this booklet to do the part which Christ
calls them to do, to help ensure the witness of Scots-Memorial in
the days ahead.”
To God be the glory and praise.

Early Presbyterianism in Hobart
The Scots Church, Hobart was the first Australian Presbyterian
congregation with a minister of its own, and throughout the years
this congregation has played an important part in the history of
the Presbyterian Church of Tasmania.
On the 24th December 1822 the Reverend Archibald Macarthur
arrived on the ship the ‘Skipton’, in direct response to an appeal
from Presbyterian residents in Hobart Town. These residents had
made an appeal to the United Associated Presbytery in Edinburgh
4
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In November 1991 it was decided that the three City Churches –
Memorial, Scots and Wesley should form the Hobart City Centre
Parish.

in 1821, and Macarthur, a young Licentiate of that body, decided
to revoke his intention of going as a missionary to India, and
instead answer the call of the infant colony.

In November 2000 the three churches – Memorial, Scots and
Wesley – shared a common anniversary time, celebrating a living
witness to Hobart totalling 527 years (Memorial 170, Scots 177,
Wesley 180).

By January 1823 Rev Macarthur had organised a Scottish
congregation, which held its services in the Government Factory
– where the Tourist Bureau now stands. This congregation was
the first body of Presbyterians in Australia worshipping under the
charge of a resident ordained minister.

After a period of time in which alternate services were tried,
Scots-Memorial and Wesley decided to separate and continue as
two separate congregations.
There was also a period of alternating worship with Scots and
Memorial churches until Memorial was sold. Memorial church is
still being used for worship by the multi-cultural Seventh Day
Adventist congregation.
The present communion table in Scots-Memorial is from the
original Memorial church.

Vision for the Future
A significant feature of the early period of church development in
Hobart was the role of the ‘Laity’ – ordinary people. Through
their initiative, congregations were formed; clergy en route to
Sydney were encouraged to preach in the town; and churches in
England and Scotland were urged to recruit clergy for service in
the expanding colony.
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On 12th September 1824 services were commenced in a “little
stone kirk,” built by donations and convict labour. It remains one
of the oldest church buildings in Australia. However the
congregation soon outgrew this little kirk and on 21st April 1834 a
foundation stone was laid for the current church building, which
was called St Andrew’s Church (at the time). The architect, Mr
John Addison, prepared plans for a church with a gallery, capable
of seating about 800 persons. It was constructed by the builders
Jackson and Addison. On the 17th October 1835 Rev Macarthur
resigned.
On 26th June 1836 the church was opened for worship with the
service being led by the Reverend John Dunmore Lang, an
ordained minister of the Established Church of Scotland, from
Sydney. The parish was under the control of relieving ministers
until the appointment of the Rev John Little in March 1837.
Highlights over the ensuing years included:
August 1840: bell hung in St Andrew’s Church – “The auld
Scotsman”.
June 1860:
organ installed. The organ was built by J.
Brindley of Sheffield, England in 1859.
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On the 30th April 1936 when the pre-existing Presbyterian
churches of Chalmers and St Andrew’s were joined, the Scots
Church was formed . Rev N.H. Joughin, M.A.B.D. was inducted
as minister.
In the 1820’s, Governor Arthur himself had proposed resuming
the land on which “the Scotch Church” stood in order to enlarge
the neighbouring Prisoners’ Barracks. The offer to swap the land
was rejected, and in consequence the Barracks were extended
northwards. Joan Sturges remembers convicts from the Barracks
attending services in the church, however they were separated
from the rest of the congregation by being seated in the upper
gallery. This practice continued into the early 1920’s.
History of Chalmers church
On 13th September 1849, a group of Presbyterians met in Hobart
and decided to petition the Free Church of Scotland for a minister
to be sent to them. The Rev. William Nicholson of London was
appointed, holding his first service on 13th April 1851 in the
Mechanics Institute (now Wesley Chambers). Preparations for the
erection of a church were made, and a foundation stone laid on 3rd
October 1851. The first service was conducted on 29th August
1852. A handsome communion plate, flagon and four chalices
were secured in London for the church by Mrs Nicholson, and can
now be seen in Scot’s historical collection.
In 1880 negotiations were initiated which eventually brought
about the Union of the Free Church Presbytery. This consisted of
the congregations from Scottsdale, Oatlands, and the Chalmers
Churches of Hobart and Launceston with the Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in Tasmania. It was not until 1896 that
settlement was reached and Union resulted. The Free Church
6

sermon on the steps of the Courthouse. Corporal George Waddy
and Ticket-of-Leave resident, Benjamin Nokes formed the first
Class Meeting in the town. On the 12th February 1821 the first
meeting was held in a rented carpenter’s shop in Argyle Street.
The first Sunday School was opened on the 13th of May 1821.
Building of a small chapel (now Wesley Hall) was commenced in
January 1823 and completed in 1825.
On the 27th November 1825 the newly appointed Minister, the
Rev Benjamin Carvosso, conducted the first service of Divine
worship in the new Chapel. Wesley Church, modelled on City
Road Chapel, London, was opened in 1840. Seventy-one years
later, in 1911, the interior was remodelled.
In 1838 Davey Street Methodist Church was opened. The
congregation worshipped in this building until 1973 when the
decision was made to join with the Wesley congregation.
The Uniting Church in Australia
On 22nd June 1977 the Uniting Church in Australia was
inaugurated. It is the union of three churches the Congregational
Union of Australia, the Methodist Church of Australasia and the
Presbyterian Church of Australia, who came together on a Basis
of Union accepted after 23 years of negotiation. On that day,
Memorial Church (formerly Congregational )along with Scots
Church (formerly Presbyterian), Wesley (formerly Methodist),
Swan Street (formerly Methodist) and Sandy Bay (formerly
Methodist) became part of the Hobart City Centre Uniting Church
Parish . Some Congregational and Presbyterian congregations
decided not to enter this union.
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congregation, and in need of considerable repairs. The foundation
stone of the present church was laid by Henry Hopkins on 16
August 1870, and the new church building was opened on 7
November 1872. This church was named Memorial Church as a
memorial to the introduction of Congregationalism into the
Australian Colonies.
Memorial Church had regular special Sundays, a tradition which
has been carried on by Scots Memorial. Prior to the service for
the Festival of Spring, loads of flowers were arranged in special
containers around the choir, pulpit, dais and all the windows of
the church. For years rows of nurses wearing the uniforms of
Hobart’s hospitals sat at the front of the church during this
service, and at the close of worship, children with baskets moved
among the nurses handing out posies of flowers for them to carry
back to the wards for the patients.
Memorial and Davey Street Church Fellowships came together to
form one fellowship on 11 March 1973, exactly 137 years after
the formation of the latter.
Davey Street Church still belongs to the Uniting Church but is
leased to “Colony 47’ a secular organisation established by the
Congregational church to undertake social outreach, which has
now grown a life of its own. In this way Davey Street church has
continued its witness.

Presbytery finally ceased in 1923.
Winsome Fraser, a former member of Chalmers Church, recalls
Miss McNeir, who taught Sunday School and formed a small
choir of children who once a month sang hymns on a religious
program on the local radio station 7HT. Robert Donald Fraser, the
youngest person to be made an elder of the church in southern
Tasmania – at the age of 25 – was also remembered.
In the 1930’s, both St Andrew’s and Chalmer’s Churches having
ministerial vacancies, opened the path towards union. The
congregations were combined under the one minister, Rev N.H.
Joughin, M.A.B.D. on 30th April 1936. Several years of combined
worshipping bought the decision to make St Andrew’s, with its
greater accommodation and larger area of land, the centre of
worship. In 1950 Chalmers’ church closed. The historical “Act of
Separation Deed of Demission” was brought and displayed in St
Andrew’s hall. Several stained glass windows , taken from the
Chalmers church before its demolition, are now installed in the
gallery of (Scots church) The pulpit sits on stone taken from
Chalmers church while the stone font is also from Chalmers
church.
Scots history continued

Early Methodism in Hobart

When, in 1948, Rev Joughin received and accepted a call to
Western Australia, he was replaced by the Rev Hector L Dunn.
An able speaker, endowed with a keen intellect Rev Dunn piloted
Scots through some significant changes over the following years.

Hobart Town was recommended as a ‘station’ to the Wesleyan
Missionary Society in London in 1817. At the time no one could
be spared for the position. On the 28th April 1820, Benjamin
Carvosso, on his way to Sydney, preached the first Methodist

One important step was the appointment of a deaconess, Miss
Beale in 1951. She was the first of a number of deaconesses
whose extra church activities included visiting the sick at home
and in hospitals; conducting services in homes for the aged; and
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providing regular religious instruction in primary and secondary
schools; all of which emphasised the increasing recognition by
the parish of the contribution a ‘prime’ church is called upon to
make in wider fields.
The Scots congregation has a history of continually refurbishing
its worship facilities as new needs emerge. When the original
Manse (built in 1857) was beyond repair, it was demolished. This
occurred in 1959. The slate roof of the church was replaced by
iron, the battlements and finials restored and the interior of the
building repainted in 1956. In 1958 the Choir pews were moved
to the side and the vestry re-floored and renovated, while the
belfry was repaired and the roof painted, much by voluntary
effort. The most ambitious project, and one prominently in the
mind of the Reverend Dunn, was the re-building of the Brindley
organ. Using the century old organ pipes, the reconstruction of the
new organ was carried out by Fincham & Son in 1960. The work
involved the re-modelling of sanctuary, organ and furnishings – a
task of truly monumental proportions.
In the early 1970’s, in the course of his pastoral work as Minister
of the Scots Church Parish, the Reverend Pat Wood noticed a lack
of child care facilities. By mid-1974, with assistance from the
State Government, a licence for a child care centre was granted.
The centre has continued from that day, first in a pre-existing
child care centre in Melville Street, and eventually (in 1979) in a
new purpose built facility in the church grounds. The Scots Child
Care Centre also contains “Scot’s Flat”, which provides
accommodation for people from other parts of the state who have
family members in the Royal Hobart Hospital. Both initiatives
continue to serve Tasmania to this day.

Early Congregationalism in Hobart
Independents in Hobart Town, under the leadership of Mr Henry
Hopkins (known as “the father of Congregationalism in the
Australian colonies”), began, in 1824, to consider the possibility
of establishing a church. In 1828 a letter was written to the
London Missionary Society requesting that a Congregational
Minister come to Hobart Townwas passed on to Highbury
College, London. That call was answered by Rev Frederick
Miller, from that college, who conducted his first service in
Hobart on 17 October 1830 in the library of the Hobart Town
Book Society.
The first Independent church in the colonies was formally
constituted on 15 March 1832. The original Brisbane Street
Independent Chapel was opened on Good Friday 20 April 1832 –
on what is now the site of Memorial Hall.
By 1836 it was evident to Henry Hopkins that a second
Independent Church should be established in the town. A separate
group had been meeting in the Berea Chapel in Liverpool Street,
which was originally established in 1833 as a Sunday School and
Mission in connection with the Brisbane Street Chapel. This
separate fellowship was constituted on 11 March 1836, with the
Rev John Nisbet as minister.
On 1 January 1837 a church was opened, on land donated by
Henry Hopkins, in lower Collins Street. Following the calling of
the Rev George Clarke, it was decided to move to a new site. In
July 1856 land was chosen in Davey Street and a new church
building erected.
In 1868 it was decided to erect a new church building in Brisbane
Street, due to the Brisbane Street Chapel being too small for the

8

9

