Scots-Memorial Uniting Church

Living Faith
Every person knows and feels how the corona virus has pushed us to think about how we
feel about our self and the way we have been living. The social isolation restrictions have
pushed us back into ourselves and face us with the kind of person we each are - like
looking in the bathroom mirror and the thoughts and feelings that triggers! Of course this is
not to be trivialised as it confronts us with, and reveals to others, the way we have been
living, the priorities and truth that others see in us, and the kind of life we are endorsing.
Bernard Salt a Journalist and columnist in the Weekend Australian has put his finger on it –
he has written:
“Our expectations have shifted; in no time we have come to value substance
over style.”
That is an interesting comment in many ways! But especially followers in the way of Jesus
and, out of that relationship, our spiritual journey. Life style can be about going to Church
every Sunday, participating in Church groups etc. But think about what substance there is
for you in that.
In the gospel reading today from John’s Gospel writing there are a number of themes you
could follow but consider those very familiar words:
“Jesus told him (Thomas): I am the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6)
I find that interesting because whilst Jesus’ apparent style appeals to me – his relating to
all kinds of people and situations - what is more important is the substance of that lifestyle
– his teaching, the amazing things he did – and his constant, inseparable relationship with
all he named as God. Without that substance Jesus’ life-style would not be notable. Rephrase that as your style and relationships in many situations - and the substance of your
style as a means of others being amazed. Centuries later in our time, you are the way the
truth and the life, as you follow in the way of Jesus.
Another writer has put it this way: “John has been portraying Jesus’ last words to his
disciples, but doing so with an eye to his hearers and future generations, including us!
Their distress and confusion about Jesus’ fate becomes a paradigm for confusion and
distress in our own experience. While John employs the individual disciples to enhance the
drama, its message is simple and telling. Trust that God is the way Jesus told us and
demonstrated to us. (Revd Dr William Loader (Uniting Church Biblical commentator based
at Murdock University, W.A.)
That means there is more for us to do than merely take good news back to others: it's a call
for our whole lives. The world should be able to see in our lives our own passion for the
way, the truth and the life that Jesus reveals to us ………..If we go back to our lives
tomorrow, and later, when all the social isolation restrictions are lifted, as if nothing has
changed, what then have we really experienced socially and spiritually?

Rev Keith Allcock
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10th May 2020 - Easter 5A
(Suggest ahead of time that each one set up a candle, a chalice or wine glass with a small
amount of liquid of choice, and a small plate with a dinner roll or piece of bread)
Gathering:
We are gathering today each at a small table much as the disciples did, and followers in
the way of Jesus ever since have done, to share food and company.
(Light your candle)
We take a moment of quietness to become present to our self and each other.
Prayer: (together)
Now we put away the pressures of the world that ask us to perform, to take up
masks, to put on brave fronts in this time of social isolation. We silence the voices
that ask us to be perfect. In relationship with each other, we bring all that we are and
all that we yet can be, to this safe and holy place. In the name of Christ, Amen.
Hymn (read together) “Come and find the quiet centre”
Come and find the quiet centre
in the crowded life we lead,
find the room for hope to enter,
find the frame where we are freed:
clear the chaos and the clutter,
clear our eyes, that we can see
all the things that really matter,
be at peace, and simply be.
Silence is a friend who claims us,
cools the heat and slows the pace,
God it is who speaks and names us,
knows our being, touches base,
making space within our thinking,
lifting shades to show the sun,
raising courage when we're shrinking,
finding scope for faith begun.
In the Spirit let us travel,
open to each other's pain,
let our lives and fears unravel,
celebrate the space we gain:
there's a place for deepest dreaming,
there's a time for heart to care,
in the Spirit's lively scheming
there is always room to spare! SMurray
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Our Sharing Time

‘How has the past week been for you?’

Sharing our resources (offering)
[Place you offering in a safe place and give thanks to God]
Gospel Reading:

John 14:1- 6, 27

Second Reading:

1 Peter 2: 2-10

R:

In this we listen for the word for us today
Thanks be to God

Reflection (Living Faith page 2)
Prayers of the People
God, we pray to you because in Jesus we have come to know the way, the truth and the
life and that gives us the confidence we need. We pray for:





your world especially. for people who live in places scarred by conflict and war,
ravaged by disease and famine.
people in places where the Church struggles against persecution or rejection;
places where Churches compromise the Gospel when their courage fails.
our families, our friends and those who volunteer time and energy to sustain
others in this community.
those who know loneliness, anxiety or grief; those whose pain is unending,
those near to death. (Pause)

God help us to do what we can to be bridge builders with others that they may find their
journey transformed in relationship with you. We pray in the name of Christ, AMEN.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
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The Eucharist
As we share the bread and the wine we each have before us, we dare to be open to
experience the life-giving presence and Spirit in the deep places within. We remember that
night among friends gathered round a table...When Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it
and shared it, saying, 'This is my body. It's broken - for you.' Later he took a cup of wine,
gave thanks and shared it, saying 'This is the new relationship with God made possible
because of my death. Take this - all of you.'
So we now take the bread and remember all that Jesus has been and given for us…………
we now drink the wine or juice and remember all that Jesus has been and given
strengthens us to be life-givers in the world.
Prayer after Communion
We have been welcomed, restored, fed, and empowered. We go now to live and work in
ways that others can discern your life-giving presence and Spirit, Amen.
Hymn: “One World”
Great God. The power, the force behind creation,
you came to us and shared a human birth.
You grew like us, matured in strength and reason,
then gave yourself upon this war torn earth.
We seek again the Spirit you can offer,
the grace and strength to make each foe a friend,
to break down walls of prejudice and hatred,
to bring all war and horror to an end.
We pray for courage as we face injustice,
the strength to stand for what we know is right;
help us to work through word and faithful action
to face down fear and walk into your light.
We pray for peace, yes peace with understanding.
We pray for love that feels another's pain.
We'll walk together to a new tomorrow.
We'll build a realm where Christ can live and reign. © Andrew Pratt 2007
Blessing
Go now knowing that we are blessed according to the depth of our love,
the persistence of our faith, our willingness to forgive and be compassionate,
and in proportion to our yearning to be free.
Go in peace and in the power of the Spirit.
Extinguish your candle: [Take time to watch the smoke spiral upward.]
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Pastoral Care:

Steven 0428 382 793 or Paul 0407 585 044 or
Jeff 0438 081 151

Office:

Lisa is working from home during the following hours.
Mon 7:30am-4pm, Tues-Fri 7:00am-2:30pm
Ph: 6231 4498
Email: scot-memorial@bigpond.com
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Sunday May 10
Read Psalm 31:1-5. An Affirmation of trust.
“In you, O Lord, I put my trust...For you are
my rock and my fortress.” Read today’s Order
of Service, or log into UCA Tas and worship
in the virtual world.

Monday May 11
Share with others something that made you
happy today. Tell a joke. Text your joke to
someone on your contact list.

Tuesday May 12
Wednesday May 13
Plan an activity for when life becomes more
Pick another country on your world map to
normal. Write it down and put it on the fridge. pray for. Mark it with a smiley face or pin.
Don’t forget to add to your blessing jar.

Thursday May 14
Read Zechariah 8:1-13
Zechariah is a dreamer but we know his
dreams were fulfilled. What are your dreams
for the future?
Write them down.

Friday May 15
Spend some time today thinking about
someone you are missing having contact
with. Send them a text or email if you are
able.
Pray for them.

Saturday May 16
Cook something indulgent today. There are
many quick and easy recipes on taste.com.au
You could take a photo of what you have
made, and post it on the Scots-Memorial
Website.

Sunday May 17
Read John 14: 15-21
The Promise of the Holy Spirit.
Read today’s Order of Service, or log into
UCA.tas and worship in the virtual world.
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