Scots-Memorial Uniting Church

Living Faith ... 'LOVE TO JESUS'
The place was the banquet room of a hotel in a small country town. About 150 men had
come together early in the morning for a Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast. Farmers, merchants,
teachers, and professional people had come from all over the area. It was the first one. It was
the first time. Breakfast was served! The men talked as they ate. About small town politics.
About the economy. About the weather. The things men talk about when they eat breakfast
together.
Then the Mayor of the city stood up. The room hushed. Now the program would begin. A
local merchant gave the opening prayer. The town Clerk read a portion of Scripture. And
then, the main speaker. He was the local Magistrate, for that area. A former big name
footballer. He was big. He stood up to talk. Without notes. And he said:
“I’m here this morning to tell you two things:
1. How much Jesus Christ loves me.
2. How much I love Jesus Christ.
You could have heard a pin drop. No long introductions. No jokes. No interesting stories. Just
his story. Intimate. Simple. Witness to Jesus. Witness to love to Jesus.
Centuries earlier a small group of men were gathered together in an “upper room”, a small
banquet room in Jerusalem, which Teresa & I visited last year. Their host was Jesus. He was
their friend. He was their teacher. He had handpicked each of them. For months they had
walked and worked together, prayed together, played together. Now they were to have this
time together. The last one. A meal time. A love time. A love-from–Jesus time. A love-toJesus time. It was clearly his time. His hour. Jesus was the agenda.
This last time together was to be filled with words and actions that Jesus had for them. His
love-gifts for them, it was also to be filled with requests from Jesus to them. Matters of the
heart. What he wanted them to do for him. It was a love-from-Jesus time. It was a love-toJesus time.
The disciple John, one of the group that was there then, writes about this time. It is contained
in chapters 13-16 of John’s Gospel. In these chapters are revealed to us the personal and
intimate relationships that Jesus had with his disciples.
They also describe and prescribe the personal and intimate relationship that Jesus would
have with us. It is a love relationship. Jesus loves us. And what he really wants from us is to
love him, love to Jesus. “We love, because he first loved us” (I John 4:19). This is the way it
always is with John. To make sure that there is no question about it, he begins his story of
Jesus “in the beginning” of the world! God initiates it. Jesus comes to us in love. “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). To receive Jesus is the first response to his love.
Then the second response, as we read in today’s Gospel passage is to keep his
commandments. “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” To that response from
us, Jesus then says: “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with
you forever.” BUT, there is more. The greatest consolation for those of us who have love TO
Jesus, is to know that someday we will see him face to, face. And live forever. Because he
promised us that. And, because he is LORD!

Rev Jeff Gray
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ORDER OF SERVICE – Sunday May 17th 2020
Worship at Home with Rev. Jeff Gray
GATHERING: [Light your candle now]
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We will never fully know the fullness of God,
the Divine One who lives in mystery,
around us and within us.
Yet here we will touch that life
and known enough
to lift our hearts in thanksgiving.
In Jesus Christ, we see a vision
of the nature of this universal God
and, in the Holy Spirit,
the truth will set us free.
God in three persons,
glorious Trinity of grace and hope,
we celebrate your life this day.
HYMN: (TIS 395) - The great love of God.
The great love of God
is revealed in the Son,
who came to this earth
to redeem every one.
That love, like a stream
flowing clear to the sea,
makes clean every heart
that from sin would be free.
It binds the whole world,
every barrier it breaks,
the hills it lays low,
and the mountains it shakes.
It’s yours, it is ours,
O how lavishly giv’n!
the pearl of great price,
and the treasure of heav’n.
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION:
O Holy Spirit, you are our advocate,
the one who will be with us forever,
with inspiring guidance
and the company we need to live with courage.
Come, Holy Spirit, come. Amen.
WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD FOR US TODAY
PSALM:

Psalm 66: 8-12, 16-20
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Bless our God, O peoples,
let the sound of his praise be heard,
9
who has kept us among the living,
and has not let our feet slip.
10
For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.
11

You brought us into the net;
you laid burdens on our backs;
12
you let people ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.
16

Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for me.
17
I cried aloud to him,
and he was extolled with my tongue.
18
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
19
But truly God has listened;
he has given heed to the words of my prayer.
20

Blessed be God,
because he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me.

GOSPEL READING:

John 14:15-21

Read through the passage carefully and picture yourself in the upper room with Jesus
speaking personally to you, as if these are the words that Jesus wants you to hear
personally...

R:

In this we listen for the word for us today
Thanks be to God
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REFLECTION:

'LOVE TO JESUS' - on page 2

PRAYER:
Eternal God, Lord of heaven and earth,
you have prepared for those who love you
joys beyond our understanding:
pour into our hearts such love for you,
that, loving you above all else,
we may obtain your promises
that exceed all we can desire;
through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray.
Amen.
SHARING TOGETHER: - ‘How has the past week been for you?’
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
O God, we pray today
for all whose lives are restricted
by suffering and need,
the restrictions of movement due to the COVID–19 outbreak,
or by harsh experiences of the church,
so that they find it hard to believe in your existence.
May our life as your people
be full of gentle humility and a profound concern
for all who live in emptiness and longing.
We pray for these people who are close to our hearts now:
[Please offer your own prayers here.]
Reach out towards them and to us, Jesus Christ.
Send your Holy Spirit to offer us
more effective and faithful ways
to engage with efforts
for justice and peace around the world, we pray.
May we never believe that we know
all that there is to known about you, O God,
holding our minds and hearts and souls open
to learn from you and from others
different ways of understanding who you are
and what you want us to be and do.
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Keep us truly humble,
so that we listen to new ideas
and to all sorts of people of faith, and no faith,
who may bring us gems of insight into truth.
Then give to us your brave way forward, Jesus Christ,
looking life in the face
and challenging all that brings pain to others,
even if it a costly way to go.
Be with us, Holy Spirit,
never leaving us alone as we take each step in faith.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us in the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
And the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
OFFERING: Place your Offerings in a safe place and give thanks to God.
THE SENDING FORTH OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
HYMN: (TIS 641) - This is my will
This is my will, my one command,
that love should dwell among you all.
This is my will, that you should love
as I have shown that I love you.
No greater love can be than this.
to choose to die to save one's friends.
You are my friends if you obey
what I command that you should do.
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I call you now no longer slaves;
no slave knows all his master does.
I call you friends, for all I hear
my Father say you hear from me.
You chose not me, but I chose you,
that you should go and bear much fruit.
I chose you out that you in me
should bear much fruit that will abide.
BLESSING:
Let us go in peace to live and love,
guided by the gift of the Holy Spirit
and may the life of God expand in glory before us,
the love of Christ hold us in hope each day
and the Holy Spirit add wisdom and truth to each moment.
Amen.
EXTINGUISH YOUR CANDLE: take time to watch the smoke spiral upward.

7

8

Sunday May 17
Monday May 18
Read John 14: 15-21
If you have a garden or indoor plants,
The Promise of the Holy Spirit.
check to see if they need your attention
Read today’s Order of Service, or log into
UCA.tas and worship in the virtual world.

Tuesday May 19
Are you a poet and didn’t know it?
Write a poem about something you saw
yesterday.

Wednesday May 20
Using crayons or water-colours, turn your
poem into a painting. It could be an abstract
painting.

Thursday May 21
Read Acts1:1-11 or Ephesians1:15-23
The apostles see Jesus being taken up to
heaven. Think about a time when you felt
confused by what you
saw. How did you react?

Friday May 22
If you are able, plan some physical
exercise, every little bit helps to keep you
fit.
Don’t forget to add to your blessing jar.

Saturday May 23
Pick another country on your map from last
week to pray for. Don’t forget to mark it off
in some way.

Sunday May 24
Read 1 Peter4;12-14, 5:6-11.
“Leave all your worries with him, because
he cares for you”(v7)
Log into UCA.tas
and worship in
the virtual world,
or read today’s
order of service.
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