Scots-Memorial Uniting Church

Living Faith ...
John 20:19-23
It took me a long time to find a way of unpacking the way for me, that this faith story provides.
Those first followers in the way of Jesus were uneducated, ordinary people yet following
Jesus over an intense period opened them up; the death of Jesus which was largely political;
and the experience of Jesus being alive beyond his death pushed their personal experience
of themselves. They went from deep loss and grieving to suddenly experiencing re-birth.
I could suggest to you the blind view of the tongues of fire etc but I do not feel that is helpful
in 2021 in the midst of the huge change brought on us by the arrival of the corona virus. The
issue is about how we cope with all that is happening to us and where does living faith both
empower you and colour that.
The Revd Kathryn Richards, a United Church of Christ Minister offers this view:
“Today we are called to follow Peter's example, interpreting the present moment in our
lives through the lens of Scripture, rather than the other way around. As the effects of a
global pandemic go on and on into the summer (for the southern hemisphere, into the
winter), it's ironic that we are unexpectedly united across our national, cultural and
linguistic boundaries and barriers by the suffering and death caused by the Covid-19
virus, as well as the fear and the creativity it has generated in response.”
Mark Suriano another Christian writer writes:
“That is the way it is when we live into the mystery of God. Ordinary moments become
extraordinary. Suddenly we are aware of the presence of God and it is so hard to explain to
anyone. It is a moment when our hearts are opened and everything around us feels like a
miracle. We know that God is with us and within us. It’s not at all about thinking or proving or
making sense of it all… It is about experiencing God’s presence. It is about knowing that
there is a mystery beyond our self.”
I do not know if this is helpful for you on your spiritual journey but it helps me!
So, I put this to you - recall again what is life-giving for you? Discern and experience the lifegiving presence and spirit of God there. The poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning puts it this way:
Earth is crammed with heaven,
And every common bush is ablaze with God.
Those who see take off their shoes.
The rest just sit around and pick blackberries.
To conclude -Teilhard de Chardin was a Priest, teacher and writer of last century and he
inspired and influenced many with his insights. An 86 yr old woman wrote after Teilhard de
Chardin had died:
“Shortly before Teilhard’s death I had my heart and soul set on fire by reading his writing……
his vision of reality broke open a reality never revealed before in my 30yrs of life and
(religious) education. It spun me into a transformed world in which the incarnation (of Jesus)
soared way beyond the astounding reality that God became human; in fact the entire
cosmos, every being within it, became the body of Christ with a divine mission…..Doesn’t that
make every action worth doing with great reverence and devotion? Doesn’t that make getting
up each day deeply satisfying?”
That is the experience that warms loneliness, is the wellspring of hope, and is a good
companion for the joys and sadnesses that are part of each of us. That is a Word and an
invitation to each of us at Pentecost.
Let us pray.

Rev Keith Allcock
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Order of Service Sunday 31st May 2020—Day of Pentecost
Worship at Home with Rev Keith Allcock
Gathering:
Leader:

All:

Leader:

Let us take a moment now to settle into the silence.
Hear and feel your quiet breathing.
Hear and feel the quiet of this time
and this small community of people.
In this quiet hour may our spirits be renewed.
In this gathering may our minds be open to new truth,
and our hearts be receptive to love,
as we give thanks for this life we are blessed to share.
(Silence)
Touch the silence within yourselves, let your own quietness be heard.
Hold to the calm within yourselves as to the only word.
(Mike Young/tcb)

(If you have a candle you might like to light it now).
Hymn (read together)

“As The Wind Song”

As the wind song through the trees,
as the stirring of the breeze,
so it is with the Spirit of God,
as the heart made strangely warm,
as the voice within the storm,
so it is with the Spirit of God.
Never seen, ever known
where this wind has blown
bringing life, bringing power to the world,
as the dancing tongues of fire,
as the soul’s most deep desire,
so it with the Spirit of God.
As the rainbow after rain,
as the hope that’s born again,
so it is with the Spirit of God,
As the green in the spring,
as a kite on a string,
so it is with the Spirit of God,
making worlds that are new,
making peace come true,
bringing gifts, bringing love to the world,
as the rising of the yeast,
as the wine at the feast,
so it is with the Spirit of God.

(Shirley Erena Murray)
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Our Sharing Time:

‘How has the past week been for you?’

Sharing our resources

(offering)

[Place you offering in a safe place and give thanks to God]
Gospel Reading: John 20:19-23 The Message (MSG)
Later on that day, the disciples had gathered together, but, fearful of the Jews, had locked
all the doors in the house. Jesus entered, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.”
Then he showed them his hands and side. The disciples, seeing the Master with their own
eyes, were exuberant. Jesus repeated his greeting: “Peace to you. Just as the Father sent
me, I send you.” Then he took a deep breath and breathed into them. “Receive the Holy
Spirit,” he said. “If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive
sins, what are you going to do with them?”
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3-13 New English Translation (NET Bible)
So I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is
cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are
different gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are different ministries, but the same
Lord. And there are different results, but the same God who produces all of them in
everyone. To each person the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the benefit of all. For
one person is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, and another the message of
knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another performance of miracles, to another prophecy,
and to another discernment of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, and to another
the interpretation of tongues. It is one and the same Spirit, distributing as he decides to
each person, who produces all these things.
Different Members in One Body
For just as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body—
though many—are one body, so too is Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body. Whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or free, we were all made to drink of the one
Spirit.

R:
Reflection

In this we listen for the word for us today
Thanks be to God
(Living Faith page 2)

Prayers of the People:
We pray together for:

those people for whom bread or food of any kind is scarce or unobtainable, for
places where crops are meagre or have failed [PAUSE]
God, we pray that all may be fed physically and spiritually. Enable us to recognise where
we may be part of the provision of that food.


Our homes and families and all for whom we do and ought to provide [PAUSE]
4

God, strengthen us to recognise where we need to be sensitive and caring in our
community.


Nurses, doctors and all front line workers, who seek to meet the needs of
others within our community especially during this time of corona virus
[PAUSE]

God, strengthen us to recognise where we need to be bearers of understanding and
compassion.


Those who are weak through homelessness, hunger and neglect, for all who
are unwell and all who care for them [PAUSE]

God, strengthen us to recognize where we need to be bearers of comfort to all who have
run out of power, who lack energy or whose abilities are failing.
God, remind us that wherever we go you are immediately present. Knowing that our lives
are inseparable from your life enable us to be a means by which others are able to be
touched by your grace, goodness, guidance, peace and blessing. For we shall go in the
same way as we pray, in the name of Christ, AMEN.
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Hymn: (read together)

“The cosmos is revolving”

The cosmos is revolving with endless rhythmic rhyme,
the circle keeps on turning to mark off chance and time;
and through the life we're living and images we see
we plot the hopeful story of God's eternity.
The summer sheds its harvest as autumn turns to gold,
the springtime and its newness are lost in time, grown old;
the cold of winter beckons, the trees are crippled, bare,
but seeds of hope are hidden, await the spring's repair.
This broadens expectation, the life for which we hope,
the gift of resurrection, the faith for which we grope,
are found within our compass and not beyond our grasp,
these gifts of grace and loving are sown in us to last.
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APratt

Blessing

(Together bless each other)

Walk in love and carry that love around you like a warm covering wherever you go.
As you do, may your future rest with the God of eternity, your hours be lived with Jesus the
Christ and your moments be carried onwards in the life of the Spirit, Go in peace!
(This is the time to extinguish your candle and watch the smoke moving around you]

Lectionary Bible readings for 7th June 2020
Week: Trinity Sunday Colour: White
Genesis 1:1—2:4a; Psalm 8;
2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20

Welcoming Neighbours ...
Over recent weeks an opening has been created in the
wall between us and our neighbours at ICON, the
Cancer Centre. We asked that You are Welcome
Here be etched on their side of the metal gate as a
permanent invitation so patients and others know they
are welcome to visit us and spend time in our garden or
to come and say Hello. We have provided a leaflet to
extend the welcome which is available at the Centre.
ICON financed the gate and also the fresh painting of
our wall.
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Sunday May 31
Read Numbers 11: 24-30
“Lord help me to hear your voice even
when it comes from unexpected places”.
Read today’s order of service, or log into
on line services.

Monday June 1
Create a new
blessing jar,
or use last
month’s.

Please keep the contents of your blessing
jars, as they will be needed when we
return to worship in Scots Church.
We hope you have enjoyed the suggested weekly activities for the past two
months. Perhaps, as a result, you have discovered some new talents that can be
further developed. Perhaps your activities have not changed at all. Perhaps you
have an abundant imagination, sufficient to keep you occupied in these
challenging times. Whatever your personal situation, we hope the weekly calendar
reminded you of God’s many blessings. May they continue to flow for all of us.

LISA AND ANNE

Pentecost Word Search
AMAZED
APOSTLES
DAY OF PENTECOST
HEAVEN
HOLY SPIRIT
HOUSE
LANGUAGES
MULTITUDE
SITTING
SPEAKING IN TONGUES
TONGUES OF FIRE
WIND
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