Scots-Memorial Uniting Church

Living Faith ...
The first part of Matthew's Gospel emphasises the continuity between John the Baptist and
Jesus. John had foretold that Jesus would be the judge to come, but Matthew 11 begins with
John's pondering about whether Jesus really is the one sent by God. Then Jesus himself
speaks to the crowd about John and, in verse 15, tells them to listen to him. In verses 16-17
Jesus identifies his mission with John's mission when he says: "We played the flute for you
and you did not dance: we wailed and you did not mourn." Then Jesus contrasts John's way
of speaking with his own: "For John came neither eating or drinking and they say he has a
demon.; the Son of Man came eating and drinking and they say "Look! A glutton and a
drunkard; a friend of tax collectors and sinners"". Finally the statement at the end of verse 19,
"wisdom is vindicated by her deeds", shows us the way of discerning this dilemma. It is in
deeds of love and inclusion that the wisdom of God is to be found.
Bible scholar, Rev Bill Loader, tells us that John's austerity (in not eating and drinking)
belongs to the time of waiting for God's promise of His coming to be fulfilled. And Jesus'
celebratory lifestyle of eating and drinking, and his compassion for all people, belong to the
time of fulfilment of that promise. Wisdom is proved by deeds of inclusion. God's love is for all
people. "Come to me all who are weary and heavy laden". At this time in our history together,
this means us.

Rev Adelene Mills
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Order of Service Sunday 5th July 2020
Worship at Home with Rev Adelene Mills
[Light your candle now, if you have one]
Call to Worship:
(Matthew 11: verse 28)
Jesus says "Come to me all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your soul.''
In A few moments of quietness let us focus our minds and hearts on these words of peace
and love.
(Read Jesus' words again and think about them, bringing our burdens to him, and letting
them go.)
Prayer:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace
Where there is hatred, let me sow love,
where there is injury, pardon,
where there is doubt, faith,
where there is despair, hope,
where there is darkness, light,
and where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may
not so much seek to be consoled as to console,
to be understood, as to understand,
to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive,
and it's in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it's in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen
Reading: Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 (NIV)
16
“To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the market
places and calling out to others:17 ‘We played the pipe for you, and you did not dance; we
sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they
say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is
a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right
by her deeds.” 25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to
little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.27 “All things have been
committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
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Some thoughts about the reading (See Page 2 Living Faith)
Let us pray:
Loving Father God, sometimes we get confused, hurt, angry, sad, frustrated and lonely and
bored. Our lives can lose a sense of meaning and purpose, especially as we grow older
and are unable to do the things others are doing. Dear God, we know that however old we
may feel, you still have a purpose for our lives. Show us, as we come towards the end of
our time of lockdown from COVID 19, where we can be instruments of your love and peace
in a hurting world. Amen
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
Offering: Place your Offerings in a safe place and give thanks to God.
Hymn TIS 658: "Here I am Lord" (Daniel L Schutte)
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?
Chorus: Here I am Lord; is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go Lord if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have born my people's pain;
I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone; give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? (Chorus)
I , the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts are satisfied.
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? (Chorus)
EXTINGUISH YOUR CANDLE: take time to watch the smoke spiral upward.
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Sunday 12th July 2020
10 am
This will be our first church service back and will be led by the Rev Keith
Allcock and will include John Coleman.
Please bring your Blessing Jar to the service and place it on the table at the
front of the church.
You are all welcome to come and in the current environment we need to keep to
our Safety Plans so we can all worship as safely as possible.
Some of the more important requirements of our Safety Plans are:
•

If you are unwell with symptoms like fever, cough, sore throat, shortness
of breath, please do not come to church. Before the service, ring one of
the pastoral team to connect you to the service by phone.

•

Synod has recommended that we should not have morning tea after the
service.

•

We are reviewing how to have communion, so there will be no
communion in the service.

•

During the service, if you are feeling unwell or start coughing a steward
will bring you water and a face mask and will help you to the porch or
vestry.

5th to 12th of July—National NAIDOC Week
NAIDOC is a celebration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
cultures and an opportunity to recognise the contributions of
First Peoples in various fields. Its origins can be traced to the
emergence of Aboriginal groups in the 1920s which sought to
increase awareness in the wider community of the status and
treatment of Indigenous Australians, NAIDOC stands for
National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee.
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Lectionary Bible readings for 12th July 2020
Week: Pentecost 6 Colour: Green
Genesis 25: 19-34;
Psalm 119:105-112
Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23.
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Pastoral Care:

Steven 0428 382 793 or Paul 0407 585 044 or
Jeff 0438 081 151

Office:

Mon 7:30am-4pm, Tues-Fri 7:00am-2:30pm
Ph: 6231 4498
Email: scot-memorial@bigpond.com
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